
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

 

May 19, 2008 

 

The regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public Schools held on Monday, 

May 19, 2008, was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by President Johnson in the Community Room of 

the Administration Building, 8111 S. Westnedge.  She welcomed an audience of 40 people and all 

in attendance recited the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Board Trustees Present: Tom Eddy, Shirley Johnson, Melanie Kurdys, Wendy Mazer, Dale 

Posthumus, and Jennifer Whistler 

 

Board Trustees Absent: Deb Polderman 

 

RECOGNITIONS 

 

Superintendent Wells welcomed the City Manager, Mr. Maurice Evans, and the Mayor, Mr. Peter 

Strazdas.  Mr. Evans and Mayor Strazdas shared a collaboration video, produced in 2007, 

demonstrating how the City and District are working together and plan to expand on those efforts.  

Mr. Evans informed the audience that this video that promotes the city and community was 

recently among the winners of the 28th Annual Telly Awards.  Mr. Evans added this video can be 

viewed on the City or District web sites and will be a positive tool in soliciting new community 

members. 

 

Superintendent Wells informed the audience that Central and Northern High Schools were recently 

named as top high schools in the country for 2008 by Newsweek Magazine.  She also offered 

congratulatory remarks to the over 700 graduates and their families that will participate in 

commencement ceremonies next week. 

 

Superintendent Wells asked the Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Services, Mr. Ric Perry, 

to introduce the coaching staff from the Northern High School forensics team.  Mr. Perry 

introduced the Northern High forensics coach, Mrs. Laurel Scheidt, who introduced the assistant 

coaches and the first place winners from the 2008 Michigan Interscholastic Forensics Association 

State Finals.  The students were presented with certificates of recognition from the Board. 

 

President Johnson recognized Mrs. Kurdys for achieving Level I Board Certification and presented 

a plaque and pin from the Michigan Association of School Boards.  President Johnson added this is 

a good symbol of dedication to Board duties and Mrs. Kurdys efforts are appreciated. 

 

REPORTS 

 

Superintendent’s Report:  Superintendent Wells thanked the community for their support of the 

Regional Enhancement Millage commenting that the strength of a community hinges on support 

of the schools. 
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She updated the audience on Bond projects: the 12
th
 Street Elementary groundbreaking ceremony; open 

houses have been planned at Northern High on May 21 from 6:30 – 8 p.m. in the Media Center and 

Central High on May 22 from 6:30 – 8 p.m. in the Media Center to gather public feedback on potential 

traffic flow issues at both sites.  She noted that due to a North Middle School award ceremony on May 

21, the Northern open house will begin at 6:15 p.m.  She added that citizens can comment on both high 

school plans when attending a meeting. 

 

The Superintendent discussed an open house held last week to share the Attendance Area Study 

Committee (AASC) findings and the guiding principles used by the AASC during the development of the 

proposal for new elementary boundaries.  She stressed the middle school and high school boundaries 

have not changed at this point, the Committee will begin looking at that topic in the fall.  The AASC will 

meet the end of May to discuss feedback received at the open house and comments can still be sent to the 

District via our web site. 

 

Superintendent Wells offered sympathy to the families of two retired administrators who recently passed 

away, Mr. Jim Rudnick, and Education For Employment Director, and Mr. Bob Penning, a Maintenance 

Supervisor. 

 

Treasurer’s Report:  President Johnson presented the Treasurer’s Report of Bills Approved for 

Payment as of April 24, 2008, and April 30, 2008 General Fund bills in the amount of $2,192,255.13, 

Building & Site Fund bills in the amount of $8,504.75, and Bond Construction Fund bills in the amount 

of $415,595.18, for a grand total of $2,616,355.06. 

 

Board Committee Reports:  Academic Achievement Committee – Mrs. Mazer informed the audience 

the report was postponed until June 2 and shared updates; Board Advisory Committee – President 

Johnson shared updates; Curriculum and School Improvement Committee – Committee of the Whole, 

no report; Executive Committee – President Johnson, discussed planning for 2008/09 school year; 

Facilities and Technology Committee – Mr. Eddy, no report; Finance Committee – Mrs. Polderman was 

absent, no report; and Policy and Personnel Committee – Mrs. Whistler discussed continuing research 

on Carver Model trainers, and distributed Policy series #5000 and #6000. 

 

Liaison Updates:  District Advisory Council –Mrs. Polderman was absent and Mrs. Whistler was 

unable to attend the meeting, so there was no report.  Legislative Update – Mrs. Kurdys updated the 

audience on school funding, House Bill 4042, House Bill 4662, a Michigan Association of School 

Boards Legislative Conference, and high school graduation requirements and alternatives.  Portage 

Athletic Foundation – Mr. Eddy announced the annual golf outing is planned for August 11, 2008 at the 

Moor’s Golf Club.  Portage Education Foundation – President Johnson informed the audience Mr. Ted 

Vliek, Sr., was voted into the Foundation and shared news of scholarships awarded by the Foundation. 

 

COMMENTS OR COMMUNICATIONS 

 

President Johnson opened the comments and communications portion of the meeting and asked if there 

were any citizens that would like to speak to the Board.  Mrs. Whistler explained guidelines the Board 

uses for this portion of the meeting. 

 

Mr. Bob Schafer, 7667 Cobblewood, a parent, discussed facility commissioning, LEED (Leadership in 

Energy and Environmental Design) certification, and the need to keep the public informed of District 

plans. 



 3 

 

Mrs. Debbie Rude, 6650 Oleander Ln., a parent, discussed engagement in District schools. 

 

President Johnson opened the floor to comments from fellow Board members. 

 

Mrs. Mazer thanked the community for their support of the Regional Enhancement Millage.  She 

congratulated Mrs. Whistler and Mr. Rathburn on their successful run for election to the Board and 

thanked Mrs. Willson and Mr. Kuppler for investing the time to be a candidate for Board Trustee. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys thanked the community for its support of the millage as well and stated her interest in 

managing district finances to make this money discretionary within three years.  She commented on 

teaching Junior Achievement at Haverhill Elementary, and passed along thanks from Mrs. 

VanAntwerp’s class to the whole board for their willingness to serve.  Mrs. Kurdys also expressed her 

interest in more discussions at the Board level about student academic achievement in the future. 

 

Mr. Eddy congratulated Mrs. Whistler and Mr. Rathburn on their successful run for election to the 

Board and shared highlights of a Chamber Breakfast meeting he attended with Mrs. Whistler.  He 

stressed the importance of education attracting businesses to our community. 

 

Mrs. Whistler thanked fellow Trustees for their kind words and also acknowledged Mr. Rathburn, Mrs. 

Willson, and Mr. Kuppler for their commitment to children.  She shared news about a family 

withholding a decision to move into the community until after the May 6 Millage vote and how it 

strengthened our educational community.  She also clarified previous comments made about teacher 

salaries adding District teachers are paid within the average range. 

 

President Johnson thanked the community for their support of the Regional Enhancement Millage, 

especially those that voted, and discussed fiscal responsibility.  She offered best wishes to the upcoming 

graduates and their families and reminded citizens to participate in the open house meetings planned.  

The District does listen, collect feedback, and take comments into consideration.  She urged citizens to 

continue to make constructive comments. 

 

CONSENT AGENDA 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education 

approve the Consent Agenda items.  Included on the Consent Agenda was the approval of 

Minutes of April 28, 2008 Special Meeting, amended April 29, 2008 Special Meeting, April 29, 2008 

Regular Meeting, and amended May 12, 2008 Committee Of The Whole Work Session; Permission 

To Plan High School Trip Requests: Northern High Science Trip To Costa Rica and Northern 

High Art Trip To Europe (adding a revision to reflect a 6 to 1 student to chaperone ratio on the 

Europe trip request); and Recommendation To Set Public Hearing On Proposed 2008/09 Budget.  

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Mrs. Kurdys commented for the audience benefit that the preliminary budget discussion will take place 

on June 2 and the request will be will be brought forward that the June 16 meeting .  She encouraged 

citizen contact should they have questions. 
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ACTION ITEMS 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education adopt the 

Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency Operating Budget Resolution for the 2008/09 

school year, as presented. 

 

The Assistant Superintendent of Operations, Mr. Tom Noverr provided background and historical 

information on the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency (KRESA) Operating Budget 

Resolution.  He responded to Trustee questions and agreed to correspond with KRESA regarding their 

revenues and expenditures. 

 

Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees present voted in favor of the Resolution. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Kurdys, that the Board of Education accept the 

following roofing contract for Woodland and Amberly Elementary: Modern Roofing, Inc. in the 

amount of $369,150.00.  These expenditures will be from the 2008/09 Building & Site Sinking Fund, 

as presented. 

 

Mr. Noverr shared additional information and along with Mr. Mark Reile, Architect from TMP 

Associates.  They responded to Trustee questions pertaining to price differential, local bidders, timelines, 

requesting bids earlier, and an outline of the District roof replacement plan. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education approve the 

purchase of additional Fast ForWord software appropriate for pre-school and at-risk adolescents 

at a cost of $42,460.00, as presented. 

 

The Director of Special Education, Mrs. Laurie Montgomery, and the Community Education Center 

Administrator, Mr. Craig Ross, provided background details on the request for expand Fast ForWord.  

They responded to numerous Trustee questions and President Johnson added this funding does not come 

from the District General Fund but rather from At Risk Grant money. 

 

An amended motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mrs. Mazer, that the Board of 

Education table the request to purchase additional Fast ForWord software appropriate for pre-

school and at-risk adolescents at a cost of $42,460.00 until the June 2, 2008 meeting.  Upon a roll 

call vote, Mrs. Kurdys, President Johnson, and Mrs. Mazer voted in favor of the motion and Mr. 

Eddy, Mrs. Whistler, and Mr. Posthumus voted against the motion. 

 

Upon a roll call vote of the original motion, Mr. Eddy, Mrs. Whistler, President Johnson, Mr. 

Posthumus, and Mrs. Mazer voted in favor of the motion and Mrs. Kurdys voted against the 

motion.  Motion passed. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Posthumus, supported by Mr. Eddy, that the Board of Education authorize 

the Administration to pursue facility commissioning of the 12
th

 Street Elementary School. 
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Mr. Noverr supplied background information and along with Mr. Reile answered numerous Trustee 

questions. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of Education authorize 

the Administration to pursue LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design) 

Certification of the 12
th

 Street Elementary School.  Motion withdrawn. 

 

Motion offered by Mr. Eddy, supported by Mrs. Mazer, that the Board of Education approve the 

12
th

 Street Elementary School planning recommendations to change the scope of work by adding 

two more classrooms to the school. 

 

Superintendent Wells provided background information pertaining to six classrooms removed from the 

original Bond request in order to contain costs, the bid package received, and the possibility to add two 

classrooms back into the 12
th
 Street Elementary plan. 

 

Motion carried unanimously. 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Kurdys, supported by Mrs. Mazer, to direct the Administration to 

pursue the changes in scope of work for the 12
th

 Street Elementary School in a manner that 

remains within budget and places the two additional classrooms and facility commissioning in 

that priority order respectively.  Motion carried unanimously. 

 

CLOSED SESSION 

 

Motion offered by Mrs. Whistler, supported by Mr. Posthumus, that the Board of Education move 

into closed session for the purpose of discussing negotiations.  Upon a roll call vote, all Trustees 

present voted in favor of the motion. 
 

The Board moved into closed session at 8:50 p.m. 

 

The Board returned to open session at 9:52 p.m. 

 

There being no further business to come before the Board, the meeting was adjourned at 9:53 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Edna Kent 

Recording Secretary 



 6 

KRESA (“ISD”) GENERAL FUND OPERATING BUDGET RESOLUTION  

A regular meeting of the Board of Education of the Portage Public District was held in the 
Community Room of the Administration Building on May 19th at 6:30 p.m. 

Members present were: ________________________________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________ 

Member absent were: _________________________________________________________ 

The following preamble and resolution were offered by Member _____________________________ 
and seconded by Member ___________________________. 

WHEREAS:  

This Board received the Kalamazoo Regional Educational Service Agency General Fund 
Operating Budget on or before May 1, 2008; and  

WHEREAS:  

In accordance with Section 380.624 of the Revised School Code, this Board must now adopt 
a resolution expressing its support or disapproval of the proposed ISD budget, and must 
submit to the ISD Board any specific objections and/proposed changes the Board may have 
to the budget prior to June 1, 2008.  

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT:  

Based upon the information received from KRESA and recognizing that a limited review of 
a budget document provides limited oversight of the financial affairs of an organization, the 
KRESA General Fund Operation Budget for the 2008/2009 school year be supported. 
Furthermore that the Secretary of the Board is hereby directed to submit a copy of this 
Resolution to the Secretary of the ISD Board of Education, along with any specific 
objections or proposed changes to the budget.  

Ayes: Members _______________________________________________________ 

Nays: Members _______________________________________________________ 

Motion declared ___________________. 
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The undersigned duly qualified and acting Secretary of the Board of Education of Portage 

Public Schools Portage, Michigan hereby certifies that the foregoing is a true and complete copy 

of a resolution adopted by the Board at a regular meeting held on May 19, 2008, the original of 

which resolution is a part of the Board's minutes, and further certifies that notice of the meeting 
was given to the public under the Open Meetings Act, 1976 P A 267, as amended.  

 

Signed:  

 

 

____________________________________ 

Secretary, Board of Education  

 


